
Form No. 10-300 (Rev. 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
* NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

fimlff DATA SHElf 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVEQ 

DATE ENTERED 
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I NAME 
HISTORIC / Francis/ f̂yman, House 

AND/OR coMMQ^^^ Homestead 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER Francis Wyman Road 

—NOT FOR PUBLICATION 
CITY, TOWN Burlington CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

. VICINITY OF 
STATE 

Massachusetts esex 
CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
DISTRICT 

JbuiLDING(S) 
—STRUCTURE 
—SITE 
—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
PUBLIC ' * ' 

J?PRIVATE 
—BOTH 

P U B U C ACQUISITION 
—IN PROCESS 
—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
2^0CCUPIED 
—UNOCCUPIED 
—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
X Y E S : RESTRICTED 
— YES: UNRESTRICTED 
—NO 

PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL —PARK 
—EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 
—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 
—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 
—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 
—MILITARY —OTHER: 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Francis Wyman Association 

STREET & NUMBEI c7o Rev. Ralph Tucker, 928 Main Street 

CITY, TOWN West Newbury VICINITY OF Massachusetts 01985 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. County Courthouse 
STREETS! NUMBER Third Street 
CITY, TOWN Cambridge Malsachusetts 

1 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE Inventoiy of the Historic Assets of the Commonwealth (also HABS, 1935-37) 

DATE 
1967 -XFEDERAL X _ S T A T E COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Mass. Hlstorlcal Commission (Library of Congress) 
CITY. TOWN 

Boston Maslac!iusetts 
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DESCRIPTION ; * " ^ 
CONDITION , i CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED , UNALTERED J^ORIGI NAL SITE " 

J toOOD - —RUINS J i JLlVLTERED —MOVED DATE 
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Wyman Homestead s i t s atop a small k n o l l on the west side of Francis Wyman 
Road, a short distance northwest of the center of Burlington, Massachusetts. 
The f i r s t quarter 18th century building faces south aid u t i l i z e s the c e l l a r 
foundation and chimney structure of the former mid-17th century Francis 
Wyamn farmhouse. The land to the north, south and east of the Wyman Homestead 
i s occupied by a s l i g h t l y crowded twentieth century urban development. The 
view to the west, however, presents a picture of the mid-17th century, when the * 
Wyman farm consisted of 500 acres purchased from Henry Dunster, president of 
Harvard College. 

/ The Wyman Homestead i s a four over four dwelling with central chimney and pi t c h 
roof. The exterior walls are covered with clapboards with cornerboards. The 
fieldstone foundation extends under s l i g h t l y more than half of the building 
and together with the chimney foundation appear to have been b u i l t during 
the 17th century. The roof framing i s of the common r a f t e r and p u r l i n variety 
with ridge pole. Primary s t r u c t u r a l components are made of pine with the 
exception of studs, braces and posts. 

I t appears that the Wyman Homestead was b u i l t around 1730 and i s an unquestion-
ably fine example of a t r a n s i t i o n period house. The f l o o r plan i s d e f i n i t e l y -
mid-18th century; however, the structure and i n t e r i o r t r i m relate more closely ' ̂  
to the type of construction which characterizes the t y p i c a l f i r s t period, single 
room wide structure. Each of the eight rooms of the Wyman Homestead i s framed i n 
the late f i r s t period fashion with posts at eadh corner and summer beams joined per>»̂  
pendicularly to the chimney g i r t s with r i s i n g braces at the second f l o o r l e v e l . 

Major s t r u c t u r a l components are exposed on the second f l o o r and retain the character-
i s t i c 18th century half round bead, whereas the exposed portion of the frame on 
the f i r s t f l o o r i s more elaborately enclosed i n a beaded casing, v.:.,. -

Most of the i n t e r i o r walls are covered with early bevel and bead molded edge sheath-
ing complimented by large reverse curve molding at the c e i l i n g junction. Located 
at the f r o n t of the chimney i s a fin e 18th century staircase with o r i g i n a l newel 
post and molded edge r a i l . Other i n t e r i o r features include early two-panel doors, 
many retaining t h e i r o r i g i n a l hardware,and a fin e example of an o r i g i n a l nine-
ppinel f r o n t door... 

v'i' . .... • ' >• 

The two most interesting i n t e r i o r features of the Wyman Homestead are the o r i g i n a l 
puncheon stairway which leads to the c e l l a r and an unfinished room i n the north-
west corner of the second f l o o r . The puncheon s t a i r s are unique i n that they are 
one of the few in t a c t surviving examples of t h i s p r i m i t i v e construction technique. 
(Each s t a i r i s sawed diagorially from a rectangu]:ar block of oak and connected to 
the stringers with large wooden pegs.) The second f l o o r northvest room i s l i t e r a l l y 
untouched i n appearance with exposed wall framing which provides an excellent 
example of early 18th century construction. ^ ; % 

.;y. . 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 
—PREHISTORIC 
—1400-1499 

—1500-1599 
—1600-1699 

X.1700-1799 

—1800-1899 
i_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -
_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 
AGRICULTURE 

XARCHITECTURE 

ART . 

—COMMERCE ' 
—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 
—CONSERVATION 
—ECONOMICS J l I 
—EDUCATION 
—ENGINEERING 
—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 
—INDUSTRY 
—INVENTION 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
—LAW 

- —LITERATURE • 
—MILITARY ' ' f i ' . 
—MUSIC 

-PHILOSOPHY 
-POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 
-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Wyman Homestead stands on a small portion of the 500 acres of land o r i g i n a l l y 
purchased by Francis Wyman i n 1655 from Henry Dunster, f i r s t president of Harvard 
College. The early 18th century building u t i l i z e s the chimney structure and 
foundation that was once incorporated i n the o r i g i n a l 1666 farmhouse b u i l t by Francis-^ 
Wyman. The present house was b u i l t by a t h i r d generation Wyman. The house i s 
ar c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t because i t clearly displays the t r a n s i t i o n iia_.construction 
between the f i r s t period s t y l e , (before 1720), cuid that st y l e common to mid-18th 
century buildings. , . , .. . _j; -* 

Many i n t e r i o r features also display the trend i n style which placed great emphasis 
on the joiners trade and a decrease i n importance on the carpenter or housewright's 
trade. The Wyman Homestead depicts that stage i n the history of building construc-
t i o n when the heavy F i r s t Period frame became diminished i n size and eventually 
was hidden by plaster ceilings and elaborate raised panelled sheathing. ^ 

The existence of a p a r t i a l l y exposed frame, simple beaded t r i m and considerable -*:~. 
feathered edge sheathing i n combination with elaborate reverse curve moldings t 
make t h i s building an interesting example of t r a n s i t i o n features. This, together 
with a completely untouched and unfinished room, and elegant 18th century staircase 
with newel post and molded edge r a i l and a pr i m i t i v e puncheon stairway add another 
degree of importance to t h i s dwelling. 

H i s t o r i c a l l y , the Wyman tiomestead i s s i g n i f i c a n t because i t stands as one of the few 
reminders of the f i r s t s e t t l e r s i n the Woburn-Billerica area. The Wymans not only 
played an important role i n the settlement period of B i l l e r i c a , but were s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
involved i n the early stages of the Revolutionary War as evidenced by the fact 
that Samuel Adams and John Hancock took refuge i n the John Wyman House while fleeing 
from the B r i t i s h p r i o r to the b a t t l e of Concord. 

Another interestin g feature which adds to the h i s t o r i c a l significance of the Wyman • 
Homestead i s that t h i s building was used as a garrison p r i o r to 1740 because of 
Indian attacks i n the area. , • • • -. . • . 
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Christine Boulding, Assistant Survey Director, by Frank Demers 
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Massachusetts Historical Commission 
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February 1975 
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Boston 
STATE 

Massachusetts 02108 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:  

NATIONAL STATE ' LOCAL ^ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

[SIGNATURE 

TITLE Mass. State Historic Preservation Officer DATE 

FDR NPS USE ONLY 
\ HEREBY CEariFY-THAT THIS PROPERTY tS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

DATE 
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ARCHEOLOGIST 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory 
Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register Write-up Send-back 
Federal Register Entry ^ ' ^ ' ^ 5 ^ Re-submit 
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Paul Guzzi 

February 26, 1975 • 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: " 

y CERTIFIED MAIL 
APPORTIONMEIJT WARRANT 
NOMINATION 

Enclosed please find three National Register submissions for the 
follovidng properties: 

1. Burlington, Francis Wyman House, Middlesex County 
2. Gloucester, Oak Grove Cemetery, Essex County v| | -
3. Newburyport, Brovm Square House, Essex County 

These properties have been declared eligible for submission by the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission (the State Review Board), and have 
been signed by Elizabeth R. Araadon, Massachusetts State Historic Preservation 
Officer. 

Please note that the properties covered by these submissions expect to 
apply for FY '76 funding. I f you have any questions or need more i n - * 
formation please l e t us know. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

PLW:CB:nb . 
End. ' 
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VNR Data 
NAME, 

lieet 
DATE: S l ^ ' ^ l ' ^ ' ^ 

Reviewer INITIALS i î ,̂.o-,.̂ ^ 

KR rxî tCaz 13, 1975 

•AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: Wyman, Francls, House 

OTHER NÂ TS: Wyman Homestead-/<uu<v, 

L O C A T I O N : ^ 
STRE£T» NUMBER Fraucls Wymau-Ro«dr 

OTV. TOWN 

STATt 

^y Burl ington 
'Massachusetts 

OWNER OF PROPERTY; (Circle) 

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) 

HPS REGION: (CIRCLE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY i i i d d l e s e f " " ^ ^ 017 

PRIVATE^STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

FEDERAL(AGENCY NAME): 

OTHER 

N.ATLANTIC' MID ATLANTIC 

sounn-jEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN 

SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

WEST PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

F E A T U R E S : INTERIOR ^ 
L_ Substantially intact-1 t 

unknown - 4 
_ not app l icab le - 7 

_ I n t e r l o 

EXTERIOR 
I 'Svitostantialiy i n t a c t - 2 

unknovm .-5 
_ not app l icab le - 8 

ENVIRONS 
— S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 3 

_ Net app l i cable-9 
e x t e r i o r , environs not i n t a c t - 0 

CONDITION- ^-WCEUINl 
ZJOOOO 

—DETERIORATED 
—RUINS 
—UNEXPOSED 
_t'nexcavat<»'1 

—UNAUTEBEn-

"IALTERED 
—Reconstructed 
—Excavated 

—ORIGINAL SITE 

—MOVED 

—Unknown 

historic district 
Yes-unres t r ic ted No access 

YES 

¤) WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES 

ADAPTIVE USE; NO Saved ? YES 

F U N C T I O N ( S ) ; (use vocabulary words) 

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

Unknown 

!I0 

—ARCHEOLOGVPREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY.HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE , —i 

ĴM»CHITECTURE ~ ' y ' —I 
—ART 

- C O M M E R C E 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 
f i r s t - ' YES 

CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

NO 

—lANOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

_LAW/Gov ' t /po l i t i cS —SCIENCE 
—UTERATURE 

, —MIUTARY 

- I —MUSIC -

—PHILOSOPHY 

POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

" o l d e s t - YES NO 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

. entertainment 
—.health 

recreation 
settlement 
socio/cultural 
urban & commun 

planning 

only'-> YES NO 



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: CaljOtOldC 

architec^m .builder: ' . 
engineer; 

andscap^garden designer.. , ^ ~ « s t A r « ^ • 
.ntenordeeorator: ^ ^ .. .^ 

ETHNIC GROUP: ' ;̂̂ ;:>v̂ ';*̂ ^̂  . ..x.̂ ri-r-x* 
N A M E S ; • nl3n«.H:,,.a 

personal "3, /, 
(label role - T r U l t C L U l l l U A i A . ^ J g ^ f t ^ O A L A . ^ f / ^ j U L . f i 

events 
appropriate date) / n ^ r u f f'-<^ t*"^/- -^ffUiyC^ 

institutional ; . ' : 
. : y.. - ': yy . . - y 

DATES; DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): ^ \ 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: ...g.; ' V 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE (S): 

S O U R C E : 
(OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE ( J W ; UX^L GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

• OTHER FEDERAL'AGENCY: 

(to nearest tenth of an acre) j t j // / 

C O M M E N T S ; (include architectural information h e r e > l H ^ & & ^ f l C ' y ^ ^ 

/ 
S I G N I F I C A N C ^ E : (maximum two sentences) L-̂ ^A s. ^> w \»«A4.u(ujiti uwu acnuexices/'* * • » t,.- i • i • ---w ^ i - • — -—t^"'- '— 

~/A/n^ldr2. i000'hlO0r*-K. /Mustu-^nt. / / t f i O f j —̂: — 


